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Overview 

Language is better learned when students are actively engaged. Course materials can engage
students through content that is interesting and relevant to students’ lives and through activities
that encourage students to discover language rules (Tomlinlson & Masuhara,  2017). Further,
meaningful content can serve as the context to practice all four language skills with opportunities
for collaboration, such as listening and discussion.

With this in mind, we developed a unit entitled “Learning English Through Cultural
Explorations  into  the  USA”  to  provide  a  starting  point  for  understanding  America’s
multiculturalism, which is re2ective of its diverse population of English language learners. The
unit is intended for young adults at the intermediate level who have learned to talk about familiar
topics, common situations, personal interests, experiences, and reasons with elaboration. Since
this topic is broad enough for any student demographic, activities have been designed to tap into
learners’ interests and collective experiences. 

Unit  1  of  English  in  American  Cultural  Context  (Appendix)  utilizes  discovery-based  and
content-based approaches throughout the unit. The  discovery-based approach allows learners to
analyze language in materials before checking their answers against explicit rule statements. With
this approach, learners are inspired to discover rules for themselves, which fosters memorable
and clear  understanding.  Content-based learning is  implemented  to  introduce  language  in  the
context of cultural topics. Later in the lessons, students use discovery-based learning elements to
think critically and recognize patterns. Unit 1 also covers the 4 skills of language learning with
reading, listening, writing and speaking activities, as well as many collaborative opportunities. 
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Unit 1 implements �ve principles of materials design (Tomlinson & Masuhara, 2017),
which are (1) stimulating curiosity, (2) inspiring out-of-the-box responses, (3) promoting open-
ended learning experiences, (4) creating emotional and intellectual challenge, and (5) facilitating
teacher and learner negotiation with materials. To stimulate curiosity and inspire unconventional
responses, activity 1.d allows students to listen to a paragraph, note some descriptive words they
heard, and then put them into a Venn diagram. This Venn diagram sets up a basis to further
stimulate their curiosity with the task of drawing what students imagined while listening to the
paragraph. Drawing and producing something other than the target language allows students to
have fun while they learn the vocabulary and show comprehension imaginatively. Each lesson of
the unit also opens up with a section called  Think…  This section is to get students'  curiosity
2owing and provide background information about the topic for discussion. The Think… section
is also collaborative and allows students to become curious about their classmates. To promote
open-ended  learning  experiences,  activity  2.c  of  part  1.2  asks  students  to  think  about  their
childhood experiences. Since this activity is the last of the lesson, it reminds learners of what they
previously  learned  and  to  apply  the  correct  verb  tense  three  times  throughout  their  work.
Because they are asked to write about a personal experience, no one story will  be the same,
which allows the use of different verbs. To create emotional and intellectual challenge, activities
3.a  and 3.b of part 1.3 invite learners to discuss their experiences and think about facts as well as
what other people think. With activity 3.a, we ask learners to come up with stereotypes based on
their own beliefs and then compare those beliefs with facts. Activity 3.b asks students to re2ect on
stereotypes about their community outside of the United States, which also poses an intellectual
challenge. This challenge is scaffolded with tips on what a reliable source is. Activity 3.b offers an
emotional challenge because it asks personal questions and has students  think about themselves
from an  outside  perspective.To  facilitate  teachers’  and  learners’  negotiation  with  materials,

activities 3.b, c, and d, of part 1.3 enable students to choose the topic and support or disprove
stereotypes.  It  does  not  have  correct  answers,  so  it  promotes  learners'  thinking  skills  and
con�dence sharing their ideas. 
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