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What are the strategic choices facing the military organizations of Southeast Asia in the 21st 
Century?  How each national military organization answers this question will be shaped by a 
number of considerations: the nature of the security environment, and how it is likely to change 
in the medium to long-term future; the sorts of capabilities each military organization will likely 
require to deal with the projected conditions of the security environment; the relative and 
projected health of the economy, and therefore, how much can the military organisation afford to 
buy. 
 
 
Bernard F. W. Loo is Associate Professor and Coordinator of the Master of Science (Strategic 
Studies) degree programme at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), 
Nanyang Technological University. He completed his doctoral studies at the Department of 
International Politics at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth in 2002. He is the author of Medium 
Powers and Accidental Wars: A study in Conventional Strategic Stability (Edwin Mellen, 2005). 
His edited volume, Military Transformation and Operations (Routledge, 2009), was translated 
into complex Chinese for the Taiwanese military. His research interests encompass defence 
policy, war studies, strategic theory, conventional military strategies, strategic challenges of 
small and medium powers, and problems and prospects of military transformation.  
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