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Dean Kline  

 

  Franc es Nilsen  

I will be  developing methods to increase the 

density of marine calanoid copepods in culture 

for the purpose of designing a more efficient 

culturing system.  

Faculty advisor:  Charlie Laidley  

I am researching the effects of plastic on the 

Aryl Hydrocarbon Receptor in various species 

of marine birds. I will be using the biochemical 

makeup (amino acid sequence) of the AHR to 

compare the sensitivity levels of these birds to 

plastic in t heir environment on the biochemical 

level.  

Faculty advisor:  Brenda Jensen  

 

 

    Josh Nelson   

 

I am going to be studying Microbial community 

interactions in Biofilm matrixes of shrimp 

aquaculture.   More impo rtantly, I am interested 

in their effect on the nitrogen cycle i.e. 

ammonia and nitrite oxidation within the 

system.  

Faculty advisor:  Catherine Unabia  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Matthew Spielman  

 

    Pamela Michael  

I am working on cataloging the invert ebrate 

species that inhabit the sea grasses  of the 

Hawaiian Is lands and attempting to compare 

community differences between the native 

species  Halophila hawaiiana and Halophila 

decipiens.   I hope to better understand the 

communities associated with the sea grasses  

and whe ther or not this new species is 

changing these communities . 

Faculty advisor:  Catherine Unabia  

 

 

My research at HPU involves the evaluation of 
Black -footed Albatross distributions and 
habitats within central California National 
Marine Sanctuaries during the post -breeding 
season using vessel survey and tagging data 
from 2004 -2008. Thi s information will be used 
to identify areas of aggregation (hotspots), to 
create a habitat model and to characterize the 
corridors linking to other important high use 
areas outside of sanctuary waters.  
 
Faculty advisor:  David Hyrenbach  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Andrew Titmus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Samantha Simpson  

 

     Susan Fertall  

 

  Yue Qiu  

 

Andrew Titmus  

I will be eval uating the impact of an  

introduced sea grass  (Halophila decipiens) on 

the native sea grass  community.  

Faculty advisor:  Catherine Unabia  

 

I am researching the presence of 

enviro nmenta l toxins in Hawaiian 

cetacea ns as indicated by the presence of 

Cytochrome P450 expressed within the 

tissues of stranded animals.  

Faculty advisor:  Brenda Jensen  

 

I will work with GIS  to build a geodatabase of 

marine mammal strandings in Hawaii.  Based 

on the geodatabase , I will look for spatial 

patterns to describe the distribution of marine 

mammal stra ndings in Hawaiian Archipelago.  

Faculty advisor:  Susan Carstenn  

 

I am investigating the ingestion of plastic by 

North Pacific seabirds. I am particularly 

interested in t he incidence and magnitude of 

ingested plastic levels in albatross chicks 

throughout the Hawaiian Island chain.  

Faculty advisor:  David Hyrenbach  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Justin Reinicke  

 

    Whitney White  

My research is focusing on isolating and 

characterizing potential small molecules in 

box je llyfish venom. My area of interest is in 

marine chemical ecology, and I am currently 

wor king HPU's Laboratory of Marine 

Biological Chemistry under Dr. David Horgen 

studying marine natural products.  

Faculty advisor:  David Horgen  

 

  

Jessica Aschettino  

 

Brenda Asuncion  

 

I will be working on a project researching 

Bottlenose dolphin nutrition . 

Faculty advisor:  Kristi West  

 

Focus:  Melon -headed whales 

(Peponocephela electra ) in Hawaiian waters:  

a look at population size and structure . 

Faculty advisor:  K risti West  

Focus:  Small -scale habitat use of green sea 

turtles in Kailua, Oôahu. 

Faculty advisors:  David Hyrenbach and Eric 

Vetter  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Melissa Carr   

 

 

  Andrea Chernov   

 

 

 Kimberly Harding  

Focus:  Investigation of larval yellow tang  

development and research of a f irst -feed . 

Faculty advisor:  Charlie Laidley  

 

Focus:  Disease exposure of Hawaiian 

cetaceans: a preliminary study . 

Faculty advisor:  Kristi West  

 

 

Focus:  Differentiation between two 

Hawaii an bonefishes, Albula glossodonta  

and Albula virgata  through life history 

characteristics . 

Faculty advisor s:  Alan Friedlander  and 

Catherine Unabia  

 


