Study Abroad Proposal

Summer 20??
Program Director: ??
Rationale for Study Abroad Proposal

There are several reasons for proposing a study abroad student trip to Africa:

1) The Mission Statement and commitment of Hawaii Pacific University (HPU) includes global citizenship. As the U.S. increasingly participates in a globalized economy, it is important for our students to understanding the perspectives of peoples and groups at the international level.  Students at HPU are educated with an understanding of many interrelated and interdependent cross-national global issues.  However, especially for students from Hawaii, nothing creates global citizens like global experience.  For students from the U.S., Europe and Asia, a trip to Africa will provide exposure to cultures very different from those most of them have experienced before. This will expand their global perspective and thus their ability to be global citizens.
2) The HPU Communications programs have a commitment to culturally competent practice and to educate students to explore cultural groups and high-risk populations.  While it was originally envisioned that this would occur only in Hawaii, the natural next step, especially given our faculty resources, is to extend student education through supervised and well-designed international experiences.  Planned opportunities for communications students to experience different cultures, to reflect on …
3) Africa offers a particularly good opportunity for our students for the following reasons:
a. ?? offers exposure to varied cultures, …
b. At the same time, ?? offers students an opportunity to understand the physical and cultural forces, as well as theories and controversies, at the international level.  
c. Among ?? nations, xxx has political stability and an infrastructure that will allow students to travel and experience the culture in relative safety.  Water is generally potable, modern communications are available, and health care is adequate.  International flights are easily available to and from the country, so that students can maximize their time “on the ground,” as well as be repatriated if necessary.  English is widely spoken, allowing students to experience the culture and learn about social work and social agencies directly, generally without the need for translators.  
College, Department, and Administrative Assistant Responsible for Liaison with Business Office

College:

Department:

Administrative Assistant:
Experience of the Program Director with Study Abroad 
Proposed time frame and preparation for the trip
The official trip will be conducted between xxx and yyy, 20??.

Several pre-trip workshops are planned with prospective students prior to the trip. The purpose of these workshops is to prepare students on cultural sensitive practice, cultural shock, socio-emotional behavior, and understanding the economical, historical, political context of the country and its people. In addition collaboration is done within country specific contractors to ensure effectiveness, efficiency and safety.
Tentative Study Abroad –Itinerary
Fill in detailed itinerary.
Number of participants 
To make the trip financially viable a minimum of 8-10 students will be accepted for the trip with a maximum of xx students. There are x faculty signed up so far to accompany the students:  At present, we have x interested.
Date for final decision to conduct trip:  xxx, 20??
Academic Component of the Study Abroad- Academic credit consists of one to two courses of 3 credit hours for a total of three to six hours depending on student needs and program (undergraduate or graduate). The courses to be offered are existing courses within the HPU communications programs. This academic credit will enable prospective students to apply for financial aid if it is needed.  
Description of Course and Course requirements

For the communications students who are going, it is anticipated that they will complete 6 credit hours of existing courses, both of which are required for their degree.  These courses, and how they will apply to the trip, are as follows:
 
 
Undergraduate students will be offered the opportunity to take the following courses:
 
  
Since these are existing recently taught courses, there are approved syllabi in place that can be provided upon request.
Liability Issues

There are several ways to ensure students safety before and during the trip.

Before trip: Each student is required to attend pre-trip workshops (at least four) to adequately prepare students for what to expect on the trip. Issues of safety and appropriate behavior will be discussed during the workshops. Each student will be asked to sign a student conduct form (see attached) to ensure appropriate and responsible behavior during the trip. In addition each student will complete a liability release form (see attached).  It will be made very clear that students will be repatriated if there are any problems.
During trip: Debriefing sessions will be conducted daily to ensure that students’ health and mental health is properly cared for.  It is anticipated that most of the students participating in the program will be mature, and many already know one another; these factors will provide additional assurance that they can handle the trip.  Students are not allowed to go places as individuals. They are required to travel with the group or in smaller groups of three or more if smaller groups are necessary. The trip leader(s) give approval or not for all travel outside of the total group. Each student will be provided with a cell phone and phone cards (minutes) to ensure continuous contact during the trip. Students will have access to computers so they can email and stay in contact with their families back home. Student conduct and behavior standards will be made part of the grading process for academic courses.

Tentative Budget of the Study Abroad- (:per student)
Tuition for 2 courses (2 X 3 credits)



UG      $1860
 







Grad    $xxxx
Books and reading material





  $xxx
    Total tuition and books cost

    G = $xxxx or UG = $xxxx
Administrative fee for trip 





  $xxx
Flights and Transportation

International Flight     


          


$xxxx
Domestic Flights (2 x 100)


  

    xxx
Ground transportation



   

    xxx
Accommodation and Lodging


Location (x days x $xxx p.p.)

(meals, accommodation & transportation included)

 $xxxx
Sight seeing and historic visits (admissions, etc.)


   $xxx
Phone and phone cards




               $xxx
Additional Meals 






   $xxx 

Insurance







   $xxx

            Tentative cost
without tuition and books      
 
 $xxxx


** Personal responsibility: Pocket money (minimum of $xxx recommended), Passport, Visa if necessary, Health Insurance, Immunizations are optional
** Deposit dates are: xxx 2009 ($xxxx) and xxx, 2009 ($xxxx)
Student Travel Code of Conduct

To participate in the study abroad program under the aegis of Hawai’i Pacific University, I agree to abide by the following standards of behavior.

1.
I recognize my ambassadorial responsibilities as a United States citizen and/or a member of the Hawai’i Pacific University community.  Therefore, any behavior which may tend to create a negative impression of my home country or that is detrimental to the image of Hawai’i Pacific University is unacceptable.

2.
I recognize that the provisions of this Student Conduct Code for Participants in Study Abroad Programs for Hawai’i Pacific University are supplemental to other policies governing conduct of Hawai’i Pacific University students, including, but not limited to, the Hawai’i Pacific University Code of Student Conduct and Academic Integrity Code, and the Social Work Program conduct code.  I agree to comply with all such codes and standards of conduct at all times.

3.
I agree to show respect for trip leaders at all times.  I will act with patience, politeness, civility, and respect (in accord with local cultural and religious standards) toward all service persons, hosts, and others.  I will promptly pay any charges I incur for food, beverages, etc.  I will avoid boisterous, loud, and otherwise disruptive behavior in all public places. I will observe quiet hours during the night when other residents, guests, and roommates are attempting to sleep where I am lodging.  I will respect the right to privacy of other program participants.  I understand that a successful study abroad program is dependent upon considerate and unselfish behavior by all.  I will treat all property, including temporary and long-term lodging facilities and the personal property of others, with care and respect in order to avoid loss, damage or other abuse.   

4.
I will establish a “partner program” in which I am paired with another student, especially on outings outside of the scheduled Study Abroad Program activities.  I will stay with my "partner" throughout the time of the outing and will share transportation to and from our lodging whenever possible.
5.
I recognize that I am expected to be on time for scheduled program events or activities.  If I miss a travel departure time, I understand that I will be on my own and it will be at my expense to catch up with the group.  Trip leaders will not stay behind, but will continue on schedule with the group.  Unless I receive permission from the trip leaders, I understand that I am expected to participate in all scheduled activities.  I must always notify the trip leader of my whereabouts if I deviate from the group activities.

6. 
I will drink responsibly and will get sufficient sleep to participate enthusiastically in scheduled classes and activities. I will not take any illicit drugs.  I understand that I may be ejected from the program for abuse of alcohol if it interferes with my participation in the program or if it affects the relationship with the lodging site.   

Participant initials: __________

7.
I will attend all classes.  I understand that I am not allowed to miss classes due to other activities, including travel to other destinations in the host country.  My academic activities will take priority over all other activities.

8.  
I understand that the trip leader has complete authority over me during the program.  I also understand that he/she can suspend me from the program and send me home at my own expense if I do not comply with the above stated rules. 
I have read all of the above material, have had an opportunity for my questions to be answered, and agree to abide by these stipulations.  

____________________________________

_____________________

Signature






Date

____________________________________



Printed Name

____________________________________




Signature of trip leader


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ASSUMPTION OF RISK, WAIVER 

AND RELEASE AGREEMENT

THIS IS A RELEASE OF LEGAL RIGHTS

READ AND UNDERSTAND BEFORE SIGNING

Name of Student/Program Participant Applicant: 

               



whose permanent residential address is: 







and whose Social Security Number is: 







(herinafter referred to as “I”, “me”, “my” and/or “mine”)

Student’s/Program Participant’s Date of Birth:  




(If applicant is under 19 years of age, a parent or legal guardian must also read and sign this form.)


In consideration of my being permitted to enroll and to participate in the South Africa Study Tour sponsored by the Social Work Program at Hawaii Pacific University, I hereby agree as follows:

1.
Risks of Off-Campus Study.

I understand that participation in the South Africa Study Tour offered by Hawai’i Pacific University (the “University”) involves risks not found in study on campus at the University.  These risks include, without limitation, risks involved in traveling to and within, and returning from, one or more domestic locations or foreign countries; foreign political, legal, social, and economic conditions; different standards of design, safety and maintenance of buildings, public places and conveyances; local medical and weather conditions; exposure to illnesses and diseases not commonly found in the place of one’s residence or in the United States; exposure to political crisis; lack of or poor medical treatment; terrorism; criminal acts against tourists and foreign visitors; and anti-American unrest.  I understand that I should consult regularly the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs, (www.travel.state.gov  <http://www.travel.state.gov> or tel.: 202-647-5225) for travel advisories and warnings and consular information sheets about the risks of travel in the foreign countries that are involved in the Program.  I agree that prior to preparing to depart on the trip, I will familiarize myself with Services and Information for American Citizens Abroad that is available from the Bureau of Consular Affairs such as the information piece entitled, “A Safe Trip Abroad” (a copy of which is available from the University) and/or is available on the world wide web at <http://www.travel.state.gov.asafetripabroad.html> and other country-specific information found at <http://www.state.gov/travel>, including, but not limited to, the information from that website attached hereto.  If a citizen of a country other than the United States, I will obtain and be responsible for knowing comparable information 
Participant initials: __________

provided by my own country, and the implications for my travel to, from, and within South Africa, and between South Africa and the United States.  I agree to attend any and all orientation and information sessions offered by the University Trip Leader.  I understand and acknowledge that the University does not, and cannot, guarantee a safe and risk-free trip.  I have made my own investigation concerning the risks of travel abroad and am willing to accept these risks.  I agree to determine whether my current insurance portfolio (e.g., life and health) is sufficient, and to upgrade it as necessary to protect me and my family in the event of illness or death during the trip.

2.
Institutional Arrangements.


I understand that the University does not represent or act as an agent for and cannot control the acts or omissions of any host institution, transportation carrier, hotel, tour organizer or other provider of goods or services involved in the Program.  I understand that the University is not responsible for matters that are beyond its control.  I hereby release the University from any injury, loss, damage, accident, delay or expense arising out of any such matters.

3.
Independent Activity.

I understand that the University is not responsible for any injury or loss I may suffer when I am traveling independently, am engaging in unsupervised or independent activities, or am otherwise separated or absent from any University-supervised activities.  

4.
Health and Safety.


A.
I am aware of all applicable personal medical needs for myself.  I have arranged, or agree to arrange, through insurance, to provide adequate coverage for any injuries or illnesses that I may sustain or experience while participating in the Program.  By my signature below I certify that I have confirmed that my health care coverage will adequately cover me while outside the State of Hawaii and the United States of America, including the expense, in the case of death outside of the State of Hawaii or in a foreign country, of returning my remains to my home.  I recognize that the University is not obligated to attend any of my medical or medication needs, or anything with respect to my personal affects (including my body) in the event of my death.  If I require medical treatment or hospital care, in a foreign country or in the United States, during the Program, the University is not responsible for the cost or quality of such treatment or care.  I hereby release Hawai’i Pacific University and the officers, trustees, directors, employees, or agents or any and all of them, from any responsibility or liability for expenses incurred by me for accidents, injuries, or illnesses (including death) occurring during and/or arising from the Program.  I assume all risk and responsibility for all such expenses and/or liability.

Participant initials: __________


B.
The University may (but is not obligated to), and I authorize the University to take any actions that it, in its discretion, considers to be warranted under the circumstances regarding my health and safety.  I agree to pay all expenses relating thereto

and release the University from any liability in connection with such actions.

5.
Student Conduct

A.
The University is not guarantor of my safety under any circumstances.  I must be responsible for my own conduct and safety in unfamiliar areas.  Neither the University nor individual trip leader or associate shall be responsible for property damage or personal injuries caused by student participants or others.  I understand that each foreign country has its own laws and standards of acceptable conduct, including, but not limited to, dress, manners, morals, religious expression, politics, drug use and behavior.  I agree not to use or possess illegal drugs.  Should foreign authorities be involved in a matter involving me and illegal drugs, I will be subject to the laws of the country where a violation occurs.  If I am found in possession of, or to have consumed, illegal drugs I will be expelled from the Program. I recognize that driving or renting a motor vehicle, motor bike, bicycle, etc. in unfamiliar areas and subject to different regulations exposes me to certain risks and therefore the University discourages it.  I recognize that behavior that violates those laws, customs or standards could harm the University’s relations with those countries and the institutions therein, as well as my own health and safety.  I will become informed of, and will abide by, all such laws and standards for each state in the United States and each foreign country to or through which I will travel during the Program.  

B.
I recognize that I must meet the Trip Leader’s requirements for preparation before the trip.  This may include orientation meetings, written assignments, and group activities, as well as prompt submission of payment when due.  If I do not meet these requirements, I will not be allowed to participate in the program.


C.
I also will comply with the University’s rules; standards and instructions for student behavior.  I waive and release all claims against the University that arise at a time when I am not under the direct supervision of the University or that are caused by my failure to remain under such supervision or to comply with such rules, standards, and instructions.


D.
I agree that the University has the right to enforce the standards of conduct described above, in its sole judgment, and that it will impose sanctions, up to and including expulsion from the Program, for violating these standards or for any behavior detrimental to or incompatible with the interest, harmony, and welfare of the University, the Program, or other participants.  I understand that the University reserves the right to decline to retain me in the Program.  I recognize that due to the circumstances of off-campus study programs, procedures for notice, hearing and appeal applicable to student disciplinary proceedings at the University do not apply.  If I am expelled from the Program, I consent to being sent home at my own expense with no refund of fees, costs, or expenses.

Participant initials: __________


E.
I will attend to any legal problems I encounter anywhere in the United States and with any foreign nationals or government of a foreign host country.  The University is not.responsible for providing any assistance under such circumstances

F. 
To participate in the study abroad program under the aegis of Hawai’i Pacific University, I agree to abide by the standards of behavior laid out in the Student Travel Code of Conduct.  I understand that if I do not sign the Student Travel Code of Conduct, I will not be allowed to participate in the trip.
6.
Course and Tour Changes.

A.
I understand that, although the University will attempt to maintain the Program as described in its publications and brochures, the University reserves the right to change the Program, including the itinerary, travel arrangements or accommodations, at any time and for any reason, with or without notice.  In the event the Program is changed, canceled or suspended or my participation in the Program is terminated for any reason whatsoever, I acknowledge that there is a risk that all or any portion of advance payments or deposits paid to domestic or foreign providers on my behalf for overseas sleeping or living accommodations, meals, transportation, domestic or foreign tuition expense, tour costs, entrance fees, or other Program goods and services may be forfeited.  I assume and accept the risk that those funds will not be recoverable and agree that the University shall have no liability or obligation to me or to my parents or guardians for any expenses or losses, including airfare or other transportation costs that I may sustain because of Program changes, suspension, or cancellation.


B.
I understand that the University’s fees and program charges are based on current fares for airline and other modes of transportation, lodging rates and travel costs, which are subject to change.  If I leave or am expelled from the Program for any reason, there will be no refund of fees already paid.  I accept all responsibility for loss or additional expenses due to delays or other changes in the means of transportation, other services, or sickness, weather, strikes, or other unforeseen causes.  If I become detached from the Program group, fail to meet a departure bus, airplane, or train, or become sick or injured, I will at my own expense seek out, contact, and reach the Program group at its next available destination.

7.
Program Withdrawal.

In the event I withdraw from the Program for medical or other reasons, any refund or pro-ration of the University tuition expense shall be governed by and in accordance with the tuition refund policy outlined in the current edition of the Hawai’i Pacific University Catalog.  If I am removed from the Program for disciplinary reasons, then I have no right to a refund of any University tuition paid or to cancellation of amounts due.

Participant initials: __________

8.
Governing Law.

This agreement shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of Hawaii applicable to contracts that are entered into and fully performed therein.  The parties designate the State of Hawaii as the venue and jurisdiction for the resolution of any dispute that might arise hereunder.  I agree that, should any provision or aspect of this Agreement be found unenforceable, that all remaining provisions will remain in full force and effect.  Titles of the paragraphs of this Agreement have been inserted for sake of convenience and reference only and shall not be deemed to define, modify, or restrict the meaning or interpretation of the terms and provisions of this Agreement.

9.
Assumption of Risk, Waiver and Release of Claims.

Knowing the risks described above, and in consideration of being permitted to participate in the Program, I agree, on behalf of myself, my family, heirs, and personal representative(s), to assume all the risks and responsibilities surrounding my participation in the Program.  To the maximum extent permitted by law, I knowingly and voluntarily waive, discharge, and release in advance and indemnify The Board of Trustees of The Hawai’i Pacific University, The Hawai’i Pacific University, and their officers, employees and agents, including the Trip Leader and accompanying faculty, from and against any present or future claim, loss or liability for injury to person or property which I may suffer and the consequences thereof, or for which I may be liable to any other person, during my participation in the Program (including periods in transit to or from the location where the Program is being conducted).  


I have carefully read this Assumption of Risk, Waiver and Release Form before signing it.  No representations, statements, or inducements, oral or written, apart from the foregoing written statement, have been made.  This Agreement shall become effective only upon my complete review and initialing of each page, and the completion of my enrollment in the Program as determined at the sole discretion of Hawai’i Pacific University.

x













Signature of Student/Course Participant



Date
IF STUDENT/PROGRAM PARTICIPANT IS LESS THAN 19 YEARS OLD:


The undersigned is the parent or legal guardian of the above Student/Program Participant, and is legally authorized to bind the Applicant to this Assumption of Risk, Waiver and Release Form.  The undersigned has read the foregoing Assumption of Risk, Waiver and Release Form (including such parts as may subject the undersigned to personal financial responsibility).  The undersigned is and will be legally responsible for the obligations and acts of the Applicant as described in this Release Form, and the undersigned agrees, for myself and for the Applicant, to be bound by its terms.

x













Signature of Parent/Guardian





Date
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