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At a Glance  

• 2018-Present  Associate Dean, Director Experiential Simulation Center (ESC), 
Professor, Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) College of Health and Society (CHS) 
encompasses Nursing, Public Health, Social Work, Physical Therapy (2022), Physician 
Assistant (2023). 

• 2017.18 Interim Dean, Professor; Department Chair, Professor (2016.17)  
HPU College of Health and Society; University/College Committee Membership: 

     University Curriculum Committee; College Curriculum Committee; Undergraduate and  
     Graduate Nursing Committees; College Curriculum Committee; Simulation Committee; 
     Interdisciplinary Task Force (Co-Chair); College & Nursing Faculty Assembly;  
     Academic Program Review Committee; Advisory Taskforce Committee. 
• 35+ years Leadership/Administration Experience   
• 30+ years Faculty Experience    
• 20+ years Community Engagement Experience    
• 10+ years Accreditation Experience 
• Administrative Nursing/Healthcare Leadership Experiences in 5 University Systems 

[Canada (3); Middle East (1)-University of Calgary-Qatar (UCQ); United States (1)] 
• Scholarship and Research on Simulation in Healthcare related to Nursing Faculty Development and Clinical 

Healthcare Education.  National and international reputation for scholarship contributing to peer-reviewed 
articles, book, chapters, grants and invited peer-reviewed presentations, including conference keynote 
opportunities. 
 

Educational Background (Degrees and Institutions)      

University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA   

• Doctor of Philosophy PhD (Nursing), Faculty of Nursing (2013) 
                Dissertation:  Nurse Educators Preparing for the Use of High-fidelity Human Patient Simulation:               
                                        A Process of Finding Their Way   

• Public Health Sciences PhD Program: Epidemiology Core Course Completion,  
Research Topic/Advisor and Committee Members confirmed, Faculty of Medicine/Dentistry   

• Master in Education MEd (Educational Administration/Leadership), Faculty of Education 
• Post-Graduate Diploma in Adult, Career & Technology Education, Faculty of Education  
• Bachelor of Arts (BA) (Liberal Arts, Psychology), Faculty of Arts  
 

Grant MacEwan, Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA  

• Registered Nurse (now MacEwan University, Faculty of Nursing) License #37170 



 

Personal Statement 
 

• I have served in academic and leadership roles for five university systems [Canada 
(Alberta), Middle East (Doha), USA (Hawaii)], integrating experiential simulation 
teaching and learning into the healthcare curriculums. I believe there is infinite potential 
for innovations in the cyberlearning world, integrating experiential simulation-based 
education (SBE), to build, strengthen, and support our educational capacities and, as a 
result, improve our local population health clinical outcomes.  Working with Hawai’i 
Pacific University, I am a re-inspired interprofessional SBE enthusiast, with the 
integration of the disciplines of nursing, public health, social work, and soon physical 
therapy and physician assistant programs under the umbrella of the College of Health 
and Society (CHS).  My past educational roles have provided leadership opportunities to 
further SBE innovations within undergraduate and graduate curriculums.  Given the 
challenges we face with the Covid-19 pandemic, this approach is timely. We can 
strengthen our capacities, making a difference in clinical patient care and safety 
outcomes through future innovations and process improvements. The vision to enhance 
the deliberate intimate learning in a diversity of simulation environments by empowering 
our undergraduate and graduate CHS students and faculty, to get ‘close-up and 
personal’ within the expanding healthcare distance learning methodologies and 
technologies, is within our reach. 

 
 
Administrative/Nursing Academic Positions 

2016-   Hawaii Pacific University, College of Health & Society 
Associate Dean, Professor, Director Experiential Simulation Center 
(2018+) Interim Dean (2017); BSN Chair, Professor ((2016) 

 
2015-2018   Society for Simulation in Healthcare (SSH) 

Virtual Office:  Washington, DC. Board of Directors (Elected 
2015-2018); Executive- Director at-large (2016-17), Chair. Board 
liaison leadership on various SSH committees/taskforce. 

 
2013-2017  Athabasca University, Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences 

Alberta, Canada, Specializing in Online Distance Education 
Academic Content Expert/Tutor Health Administration; Faculty Council 

 
2008-2015  University of Alberta, Faculty of Nursing, Alberta, Canada 

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Associate Researcher, Research & 
Graduate Assistant, Graduate Teaching Award Winner 

 
2010-2011  University of Calgary-Qatar, Faculty of Nursing, Doha, Qatar 

Co-Director, Clinical Simulation Center, Assistant Professor, Health 
Assessment, Remedial Clinical Educator Role (Hamad Hospital – Acute 
Care Medical/Surgical Units) 

 
2001-2008  Grant MacEwan University, Faculty of Health & Community 
   Studies, Alberta, Canada 
   Assistant Professor/Nursing Course Lead, Community Health, 
                               Medical-Surgical Nursing 
 



Healthcare Educational Consulting, Leadership Positions  

IIU Network Virtual Healthcare Solutions Consulting Team (2001-06)   NUNAVUT    
Nursing and Healthcare Educational Consultant/ Telehealth Technologies Subject 
Matter Expert:  Interprofessional Education, Patient Teaching, Policy/Procedure 
Consultant; (Qikiqtaaluk, Kivalliq, Kitikmeot)    
 
Alberta Health Services, Telehealth & Simulation Centre (1996-01)     EDMONTON   
Appointed First TSC Regional Director in Western Canada with University of 
Alberta Medical Education Affiliation; Medical and Interprofessional Healthcare 
Educator for TSC Programs: Program Planning & Curriculum Development; Early 
simulation integration: Crisis Resource Management Course; Trauma Nurse Core Course 
(TNCC); Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS); Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS).  
  
Alberta Advanced Trauma Life Support, (20 yrs. to 2001)                      EDMONTON         
American College of Surgeons (ACS), ATLS National Educator (1 of 4 in Canada teaching 
specialty physicians from Alberta, Saskatchewan and Northwest Territories), Executive 
Leadership Experiences: Administrative Director/Coordinator, Interdisciplinary Healthcare 
Educator “Teaching How to Teach the ATLS Program;” ACS Head office: Chicago, IL., USA. 
   
 
Certification Distinctions 

• Fellow for the Society for Simulation in Healthcare Academy (FSSH) 2020 
4th Cohort Induction Ceremony @International Meeting for Simulation in Healthcare, 
San Diego, CA. 

• Society for Simulation in Healthcare (SSH) Accreditation Board of Review 
Appointment (2018-2022); SSH Site Reviewer, Team Lead (2013-Current) 

• Simulation Intensive Lead Facilitator, California Simulation Alliance, 
HealthImpact (2017) Curriculum development for Graduate/Undergraduate 
Nursing SIM courses, facilitating rural to urban transition of College of Health and 
Society (2019) from Hawai’i Loa Campus, Kanoehe to Honolulu Hawaii. 

• Certified Healthcare Simulation Health Educator (CHSE) Advanced (CHSE-A) 
(2015-2023) Distinction of being 1/16 granted internationally recognized certification 
in inaugural SSH certification year) for the Society for Simulation in Healthcare. 

• Mentor, SSH Leadership Content Track (IMSH 2016/2017)   
• Accreditation Review Council/Team Lead/Site Reviewer (ASR), Mentor: SSH  

 National and International (USA & South America) Experiential Centers of   
 Excellence; Site Team Reviewer (Team Lead initiated 2015), focusing on areas of    
 Assessment, Research, Teaching/Education & System Integration/Patient Safety 
 Standards (ART-S)  

• Basic Life Support Instructor Trainer, Heart and Stroke Foundation (30+ years)  
• Centennial Nursing Award Recipient (2016); 100 Alberta Nurses, College and 

Association of Registered Nurses of Alberta (CARNA- Selected as One of 37,000 
Registered Nurses) in recognition for contribution to the profession of registered 
nursing. 

   



Peer-Reviewed Publications (Redacted- last 5 yrs.)  

• Smitten, J., Myrick, F. (2019).  Healthcare simulation research:  A practical guide. 
Edited by Nestel, D., Calhoun, A.W., Scherbo, M.W.  Springer Publishing. Book Chapter:  
Refining your qualitative approach in healthcare simulation research.   

• Smitten, J., Wyrostok, L., Hoffart, J. (2018). Contribution to Book: Simulation 
champions: Fostering courage, caring and connections. (First place prize for American 
Journal of Nursing Award, Book of the Year, Technology Section). Book Chapter:  
Integrating simulation in the Middle East. 

• Smitten, J.; Metcalfe-Smith, R.; Ferozali, F., Payne, J. (2017). Perioperative 
management in robotic surgery. Edited by Alan Kay and Richard Urman. Book Chapter: 
Technical skills training and simulation. p. 241-267. Cambridge University Press. UK.  

• Nkowane, A. & Fraser, J (2016). One of Key Stakeholders (Smitten, J.) contribution to 
Nurse Educator Core Competencies. World Health Organization. WHO Press, Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

 
Conference & Keynote Presentations (Redacted- Competitive Peer-reviewed) 

• February 2020. Health Professions Education Conference (HPEC). Honolulu, HI. 
Workshop (Burrell, P., Higgins, M, Smitten, J.): Addressing Microaggressions in 
Healthcare 

• January 2020. International Meeting for Simulation in Healthcare (IMSH). San 
Diego, CA. Workshop:  Qualitative Research Methods in Healthcare Simulation 

• June 2019. Tokyo Women’s Medical University. Revolutionizing Nursing 
Education through Simulation.  Invited Keynote for Tri-University (TWMU-Japan, 
Ewha- Korea, HPU- Hawaii) Intercultural Nursing Event, Tokyo, Japan. 

• January 2019. International Meeting for Simulation in Healthcare (IMSH). San 
Antonio, Tx. Workshop:  Conduct Qualitative Research in Healthcare Simulation.  

• January 2018. International Meeting for Simulation in Healthcare (IMSH), Los 
Angelos. Workshop:  Explore POSSIBilities for Qualitative Research for Simulation in 
Healthcare.  

• January 2017. International Meeting for Simulation in Healthcare (IMSH), 
Orlando, FL. Workshop: The Nuts and Bolts of Qualitative Research in Simulation.  

• April 2016.  2nd International Conference in Nursing and Health Sciences: 
Riyadh, KSA Plenary Speaker:  Towards Excellence in Simulation-based Education:  
TIPS with SIMentoring at the Core.   

• March 2016.  Consultant/Facilitator Workshop: Jeddah, KSA. Integrating 
Simulation in Nursing Curriculum; Tips in Debriefing.   

• March 2016. Telerehabilitation and Simulation-based Technologies: Blazing the 
Trail.Creating Excellence in Rehabilitation through Simulation.  Glenrose Rehab Hospital 
http://www.ssih.org/News/Newsletter-Archives/Newsletter-Archives/July2 

• June 2015 Saudi Health Inaugural Ministry of Health’s Simulation Conference 
Plenary Talks: Future Directions. Riyadh, KSA Plenary Speaker as SSH Board of 
Directors: 21st Century Role of Mastery Learning in Simulation-based Environments, 
and Workshop Facilitator (Dr. Don Combs & Jayne Smitten) 

 
 

http://www.ssih.org/News/Newsletter-Archives/Newsletter-Archives/July2


Awards and Distinctions   

• Accreditation Team Member/Writer for successful submission to Commission 
on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNS): 5-year Accreditation, Doctoral of 
Nursing Practice (DNP) College of Health and Society (CHS); 10-year Accreditation, 
Bachelor and Masters of Nursing, College of Health and Society (CHS). 

• International Board Director Recognition Award (2018), Society for Simulation 
in Healthcare.  

• Graduate Teaching Award (2017), University of Alberta, Faculty of Nursing 
• Research Award Recipient (2016), Sigma Theta Tau International, Nursing Honor 

Society, Mu Sigma Chapter.   
• Provost Doctoral Entrance Award, University of Alberta, Faculty of Nursing  
• Accreditation Team Member/Writer for successful submission to the Canadian 

Association of Schools of Nursing (CASN) for the first Canadian international 
nursing program, in affiliation with Qatar, University of Calgary in Qatar (UCQ).   

• First Regional Director Appointment for Telehealth & Simulation Centre in Western 
Canada, serving one of Canada’s largest health regional authorities with university 
affiliation. Clinical Telehealth Program- one of the largest telehealth interdisciplinary 
programs in Canada. 

• Clinical Telehealth Programs- largest program in Western Canada in late 1990’s. 
Leading integration of new programs/technologies:  Tele: Dermatology, Ophthalmology, 
Psychiatry, Rehabilitation. 

 
Community Service 

• Rotary Club of Metropolitan Honolulu, Member and Chair (Scholarship Committee); 
Mentorship Leads for young women in RYSE (Residential Youth Success & 
Empowerment) 

• Hui Pakolea, Outrigger Canoe Paddle: Crew for Boys and Girls Club/ Volunteer Canoe 
Event 

• Smitten, J., Higgins-Mahe, M. (2020). Medical Simulation Center Readiness: Navigating 
Essential Changes from COVID-19. Healthy Simulation: Online Learning Platform. 
https://www.healthysimulation.com/27416/simulation-center-readiness-covid-19/ 

• Smitten, J. (Aug.19,2020). Impact of COVID-19 in our communities: Transforming 
higher education during COVID-19 in Hawai’i. COVID 19 Public Health Action Webinar.  
Hawai’i Public Health Institute (HIPHI). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpXn_eQifvk 
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